An Awesome Responsibility....
(Miriam)
Virtual Session #2 | Monday, December 12|6:45 P.M.

Scripture Study Reference: Exodus 2:4-8: 15:20-21: Numbers 12:1-15

Scripture to Remember:

Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine
in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing.
~ Exodus 15:20

Discovery of the lesson:

A spiritual leader is accountable before God.

Miriam:

e Aaron’s sister

e Known for one of history’s unusual babysitting job’s (Miriam was a child
watching her infant brother float amid muddy waters in a miniature ark)

e Moses’ sister

e Prophetess

e Lead people in praises to God

e Quick thinker under pressure (arranges for the child to be nurtured and
raised by his own mother)

e Role model

Weaknesses and Mistakes:

e Jealous of Moses’ authority
e Openly criticized Moses’ leadership
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Lesson thought:

Have you ever seen a time when the younger sibling was more successful
than the older one? Resentment and envy can set in and grow until family
loyalty and trust is broken.

Questions for discussion:

1.

What elements of her story give clues about Miriam’s leadership potential,
even at this early age (probably between seven and ten)? (Exodus)

. Comment on the significance of God using a little girl and a pagan princess

to save the future leader of His people? What does this reveal about God.
(Exodus)

. What are Miriam’s obligations given the unique way others respond to her

leadership? (Exodus)

Why is Miriam’s attitude toward her sister-in-law especially offensive? How
should God’s people act toward outsiders? (Numbers)

. Against whom do Miriam and Aaron sin? What emotions might be

motivating them? (Numbers)
How does God expose and root out this sin? (Numbers)
Aaron’s role as high priest saved him from leprosy. Nevertheless, he was

affected (vv.10-12) and he confessed his sin. How does this repentance and
Moses’ compassion help bring Miriam’s restoration? (Numbers)
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Something to consider:

Leprosy...was a devastating punishment because the leper had to be put out
of the camp, unable to participate in, much less lead, worship. Miriam’s role
made God’s response necessary. We must remember that our sin as a leader

has the power to

impact the congregation’s worship.

Keep in mind this week Philippians 2:5-6: “In your relationships with one

another, have the

same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in the very nature

God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage. The lesson for us is that Jesus Christ was humble, willing to give
up his rights to obey God and serve people. Like Christ we should have a
servant’s attitude by serving out of love for God and not for the likes of other

people.
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