The Hard Road to Blessing...
(Naomi - Ruth and Orpah)
Virtual Session #4 | Monday, February 12|6:45 P.M.

Scripture Study Reference: Ruth 1:1-7, 11-17; 2:2-12; 4:13-14, 21-22

Scripture to Remember:

May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings
have you come to take refuge.
~ Ruth 2:12b

Discovery of the lesson:

Sisters learn the cost and potential of sacrifice.

Naomi — Ruth and Orpah

e Our sister characters today are sisters-in-law (by marriage)

e Naomi is the mother in this familiar story.

e Naomiis married to Elimelek and they have 2 sons, Mahlon and Kilion

e The story opens with there being a famine in the land and instead of waiting
on God’s provision and in search of better life the father Elimelech moves
the family from Bethlehem, Judah to Moab.

e They are now living in a new land as outsiders away from their own customs
and traditions.

e Tragedy shows up and Elimelek dies, and all her spousal support was gone in
an instant.

e Seemingly, the father, the provider is gone.

e Now Naomi is left a widow with her sons, they marry Moabite women, Ruth
and Orpah. Naomi has hope again, maybe, the hope of fruitful lives and
grandchildren.
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e They continue living in Maob and now ten years later both of her sons die.
What a tragedy? Still far from home and now husband is deceased and so
are the sons.

e The two daughters-in-law is all she’s left with now, and there are no
grandchildren to spoil from her sons. You can probably imagine the feeling
of hopelessness and grief.

e The loss of a child as | have seen in my family and others is very painful and
the feeling of going on can be debilitating.

e The life and time spent in Maob brought poverty and death.

e Naomigets word that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing
food for them and she and her daughters prepare to return to the land of
Judah.

Lesson thought:

We might not understand the ways of God and why he often allows tragedy
to come into our lives, but as we see in this story, God is always working it
out for the good, and in ways we don’t even see coming.

Questions for discussion:

1. As Naomi plans next steps, scripture says she and the daughters prepare to
return to Judah in verse 7 but in verse 8 Naomi instructs her daughters to
return to their mother’s home, for the hope of a better life with the
possibility of some new husbands and family? The sisters pledge to stay with
Naomi. What does this say about Naomi as their mother-in-law?

2. In society today, the view of the mother-in-law has been tainted. What are

some negative views you see in a mother/mother-in-law? What are your
thoughts about a daughter-in-law?
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. What does Ruth 1:12-13 say about Naomi? How is she feeling about herself?

Ruth 1:14-18 is the most beautiful declaration of love and loyalty. What are
your thoughts?

. Ruth 1:20-21 why does Naomi call herself Mara?

How is Ruth blessed? What is the ultimate blessing that Ruth receives and
what new title does Naomi receive?

***Read the scriptures provided above for the answers and be prepared to
answer and discuss the questions together***

Something to remember:

God was always at the center of Ruth/Naomi’s relationship and their
relationship was strengthened by the faith they came to share.

What hard road are you on right now? Be encouraged to know that God is
on the journey with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.

As we learned from our five sisters last month, let’s not grumble and
complain our way through life but instead, when we are faced with a
situation let us lean even harder and stronger on the Lord. He sees us, HE
knows us and HE and only HE is the one who can guide, deliver, bless, and
protect us along the journey.
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