Vive La Difference
(Mary and Martha)
Virtual Session #5|Monday, March 27|6:45 P.M.

Scripture Study Reference: Luke 10:38-42; John 11:20-33; John 12:1-8

Scripture to Remember:

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany . ... Here a dinner was
given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served . . .. Then Mary took about a pint of pure
nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with

her hair.
~John 12:1-3

Discovery of the lesson:

Sisters with different complementary gifts.

Mary and Martha

e Both sisters had different ways of expressing their gifts.

Mary

e Set at the feet of Jesus to listen intently as a student of Jesus’ teaching.
e Let down her hair to anoint Jesus’ feet for burial.
e She was devoted to Jesus.

Martha

e Was a little busier than should have been with Jesus as the guest.
e But also invited to sit and listen.
e She was more concerned with doing for Jesus than being with Jesus.
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Lesson thought:

Mary’s unreserved expression of love toward Jesus may not have been
logical by the standards of her time, but it serves as a clear example of her
unabashedly following Him in a way that others deemed foolish. She was
willing to break with tradition to do what was most important: learn from
and honor her Savior.

Mary lived out a key lesson: It’s not the world’s approval we should be
chasing.

The lesson discussion:

Read Luke 10:38-42

Notice the differences between the two sisters:

e One busy with the details of hosting - Martha

e One eager to sit and listen to Jesus teach — Mary

e Two sisters who both love Jesus, but on this one occasion they were both
serving him, but with different ways of showing their love.

e The lesson for us is to not forget to spend time with Jesus in our busyness.

e Making him at least first of the day will avoid waiting until we don’t have
time.

What does these scriptures have to say about Martha:

e Martha opened her home to Jesus and his entourage.
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e Mary, her sister sat at his feet listening to what he had to say.

e Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.

e In her busyness, she came to Jesus and asked — thinking he was obviously
concerned about her house, more than his reason for being there, she asked
don’t you care that my older sister has left me to do all the work by myself?

Question: Do you think Jesus was concerned about the details of the house at that
time? - Then the fact that she tells him, not ask, but tells him, to tell Mary to help
her.

-vs 41-42 — Jesus replies to her very gently, Martha, Martha you are worried and
upset about many things, but few things are needed — only one thing is needed and
that is to take time to listen.

Jesus says Mary has chosen what is better, which is to take the time to listen to him
and tells Martha that it will not be taken away from her.

Question: What is your devotion to God?

Question: How do you feel you would have responded to Jesus being in your home?

Question: Would you have put aside the work for later?

Read John 11:20-33

Question: Although Martha was too busy to sit and listen in Luke 10 — what does
these scriptures say about her?
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Question: Although their words are the same to Jesus, Mary and Martha respond
to Jesus’ coming differently. How does Jesus validate each sister’s needs in his
replies?

Question: Why was it crucial that Jesus demonstrate His power over death at this
moment? Vs.41-44

Read John 12:1-8

Question: What would your plans be if you knew you had only six days to live?

Jesus took time to visit dear friends and fellowship with them. Mary’s adoration
not only revealed her love, but it brought joy to His heart, exposed Judas’s sin, and
gave the church an example to follow. Are the places you go filled with the
fragrance of Christ because of you? What does your presence leave people with?
Look at Il Corinthians 2:15-16

Question: Why did Jesus approve of Mary’s extravagant act of worship?

***Read the scriptures provided above for the answers and be prepared to
answer and discuss the questions together***
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Something to remember Romans 12:3-8:

e How does this variety of gifts serve the family of Christ? How does it allow
unique individuals to work together to accomplish something bigger than

themselves?

e “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord.” — | Corinthians 12:4-5

Zoom call - Monday, March 20 - 6:45 PM - Click on Zoom and enter meeting ID:
8908 3409 297 or you may call the conference call number 720-843-2499 code

3711956 if you don’t have Zoom.
Thank you,
Lady B
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