The Value of a United Front
(Euodia and Syntyche)
Virtual Session #7 | Monday, May 15]|6:45 P.M.

Scripture Study Reference: Philippians 4:2-9; Hebrews 12:14-15; Matthew 5:21-24

Scripture to Remember:

[Jesus Prayed,] “May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

-John 17:23

Discovery of the lesson:

Sisterly conflict wreak havoc on the family.

e Let us examine our own relationships — especially those among women in
our families, our workplaces, and our churches — because what we learn as
children, we take into adulthood. Feuding denominations and church splits;
squabbles that fester and infect those outside the original disagreement;
finger pointing that grips households in icy silence- isn’t that what the world
sees when it looks at us? If we are at odds how does that affect the outside
world?

e Unity is very important to God. Read Ephesians 4:3-6 - The bible instructs us
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. For there is one body, and
one Spirit even as we are called in one hope of our calling. One Lord, one faith,
and one baptism. One God and Father of all who is above all and through all
and in us all.

| Peter 3:8 — Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one

another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous and v9 goes on to
say not returning evil for evil, rather to bless one another.
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Euodia and Syntyche:

The mention of these two odd names brings one image to mind: a family
feud in the body of believers. These are two women whom the Apostle Paul
calls by name in his otherwise loving letter to the Philippian church.
Commentators believe they are deaconesses in the Philippian house church.
Paul says they are contenders for the gospel, hard workers whose ministry
efforts are resulting in much fruit.

The women had worked directly with Paul, spreading the gospel, but now
they are in a feud against each other and potentially tearing the body apart.
Paul had gotten word of the sisters’ strife against one another while in
prison.

The disagreement would put the unity of Philippi in jeopardy, so Paul
addressed it in his letter to the church.

Paul calls on an unnamed fellow worker in his letter to help the two
reconcile.

Euodia and Syntyche were involved in the building of the church in Philippi
around a.d. 61. Their diligent leadership in the church was recognized by the
Apostle Paul himself as well as other believers (Philippians 4:3). Therefore, their
dispute threatened to affect the harmony and well-being of the entire
congregation.

» Read Hebrews 12:14-15 and explain: How could the bitter root of arguing

and unforgiveness “cause trouble and defile many”?
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Read Philippians 4:2-9: How might the women feel as they hear the letter
read to all their fellow believers? How might this feeling alone help facilitate
their reconciliation?

Read Philippians 4:4-7: What are the commands that Paul gives to the
women and the church? How hard is that to do if you are at odds with
someone?

Read Matthew 5:21-24: What strong statement does Jesus make about the
Christian’s behavior? How does this reinforce his exhortation regarding the
women in Philippians 4:27?

Matthew 18:15-17: What other words about reconciliation does Jesus have
for us to follow?

How would you define agree? For example, does it mean both have to
exercise the same gifts of reconciling at the same time? Does it mean neither
can have her own thoughts? If not either, what does in this case coming to
an agreement mean?

How would you define unity? What examples of unity come to your mind?
What examples of unity does Jesus offer?

Read Philippians 2:1-5: List reasons Paul gives for asking us to be like-
minded. Pay close attention to verse 5; where he holds up the ideal example.

In a situation of conflict are you willing to take the first step toward
reconciliation? Why or why not? Have you found it hard?
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***Read the scriptures provided above for the answers and be prepared to
answer and discuss the questions together***

Something to think about:

e Think about how Jesus identifies with the church....to persecute a brother is
to persecute Jesus. To speak roughly of a brother or sister is to speak roughly
of Jesus. To touch his disciples is to touch Him.

o How does this make you rethink a dispute with a fellow believer?

o How does knowing you are involving Jesus cause you to think and act
differently?

Zoom call = Monday, April 10 — 6:45 PM - Click on Zoom and enter meeting ID:
8908 3409 297 or you may call the conference call number 720-843-2499 code
3711956 if you do not have a Zoom.

Thank you,
Lady B
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